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HEN God firſt, tem ring mortar, moulded man, 
And kneaded up no vital blood the plan, = 
Then ſpirit breaks thro' all the waking frame, 
Enkindling clay with never-dying flame; 

Himſelf — the mould he view d, 

The well lar ſhew'd ; 

He — bleſt t — 
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IF (2) 
Wich language laſt this maſter-work he crown d; 
And the man- child prompt words vez. found: 
Unbidden accents on his tongue took riſe, | 


Hie thought and ſpoke as prompted from the skies. 


dTh' almigh this intercourſe began, 

And face to vouchſaf d to talk with man. 
Pow'rful of voice, from man quick language falls, 
When to his ward the great Creatoxe calls. 

His words by art unfaſhion'd found their way, 
And did hisſfenſe in fitting ſounds convey. 5 
Dilcourſe, the food of (uk, was fiſt e dy 89 
And man unconſeious his firſt ſpeecht ba G4 4 
With him, who form'd the tongue inſtinct with voice, 

And made the paths of ſound in harmony rejoice. 

Who bad the 1 indalence of pain, 


Bring forth the infants o the teeming rain, : 
To i thee right, might unblam d, here chuſe 1 
To make digreſſion, Heav'n-deſcended mule? 

As ſoon as man thou took thy early riſe, 

O born beneath the ſame propitious skies: 

A heay'nly mate and child of paradiſe. + 


Thou firſt in ſtrains unknowing artful aid, 
Thy maker's praiſe in gratitude eſſay d. 
No harlot-Tint vermillion d o'er her lays, 
The muſe was young, nar knew the paint of praiſe. 
Religion's eldeſt born, the ſacred muſe 
From high deſcent does thus her race deduce; 
And r the mind's unfolding confident, 
Was then for ties of mutual friendſhip; meant. 
And happy, had that univerſal reign d, 
Which with their being, the firſt pair obtain d; 
What long addreſs their offspring had been ſpar d, 
To court the tongues, they diſtant now regard 
What pains th' incloſure of that tongue to break, 
Which God himſelf of old was pleas d to ſpeak 
But man unbleſt, induſtrious of his woe, 
Shut out from bliſs, his forfeit made forgo; 
Wayward of will and uncompell'd to laws, 
A ſecond curſe upon himſelf he draws. 


* Gen, Cap. ii. v. 19. G C. i. u. 28; Kc. f Gen, Cop, u v! 9410, 
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See mighty Babel s lofty tom r ariſ e): 
And lift its head, ambitious of the skies 1 
The godleſs rout by madding phrenzy drivnj 
Stubborn to rule and incorrect to heayin! n 
To build a name, in giddy faction ply, t £ qrmoq n 
And mount an arduous paſſage to the ky 
But to prevent and counterwork the foe 01 
His angel ſtrait th Almighty will d to go, 
To cut off all intelligence of voice, 
And make of language a tumultuous noiſe. 

Now uncouthgſound th' unknowing ear aſſails, 
And each at each, but impotently, rails 
And now their own diſtemper d ears they blame, 
Yet wonder how their tongues ſuch jatgon fratne, 
Their ears unfaithful to the ſounds they ſent, 
They ſpoke and wondred what theit accents meant. 
Another yet the ſame, with alter d mein, 
Strangers and friends the crowd at once is ſeen; 
The friend no longer now his ſoul imparts, 
Speech is no more th interpreter of hearts. 
Hence to unboſom what the foul conceiv d, 
Fixt ſigns the place of failing words reliev d. 

Hence * Monumental Sculptures took their riſe, 
And pictur d columns ſpoke unto the eye | 
The voice was fetter'd by nice magick art. 
And painted ſounds unfolded all che hearr. | 
Embody'd thoughts material converſe held, oO © VN 
And vary'd figures vary d ſenſe reveal d. ey 30 b nnn 
In happy traits the living colours Wrought, N ! 
0 Sketch out the ſoul, and laid to view the thoughit. 
The voice takes ſubſtance now no longer air, | 9 1 bub. 
And well the cye ſu plies che failing eat. Heul k 160 {131 f 

In modern days 2 welcome Wou d this bee. 
To ſet both Church and State from faction free! e 
The Church too juſtly ſtyld the militante, ab. 
Oft a Defender from herſelf does wart: 
When her own fons irreverently Edon 5 11 bn 8 
Wanton of wit! texpoſe her nakedieſ j. 
And yet the more they bare, ſhe ſtill discover els. we me 

4 Hi icks, which I ſa) bad: 22 il 
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(4) 
When for falſe fame the learned vain Divine 
Will hazard heay'n in hereſy to ſhine; We 
When church-men di ffer but for argument, 
And party- men, they know not why, diſſent! 
In pomp a cypher then might arbitrate, 

And daſh the malice of the dire debate. | 
How ſweetly winning then muſt look the fair, 
When, once themſelves put off, they mutes appear 

When the ſoft ogle want of words ſupplies, 
And beats a parley with expreſhve eyes. 
Vet, they wou'd yet the 9 ſoul ſubdue, 


And vanquiſh in a ſilent interview. 


The eyes look words, when Meltingly by they roll, 


And force the ſtubborn purpoſe of the ſoul, 
When pow'rful beauty, languiſhing in ſtate, 
Faints into Airs, and, ſideling, glances fate: 
When in the checks love-{peaking bluſhes riſe, 
And piercing lightnings flaſh from ſparkling eyes. 

Here from themſelves the fair abſtracted food, 
But full revenge, as Time went on, they yow'd, 
When Midwife-Time ſhou d aid the ripen d birth, 
And female tongues ſpeak infant language forth. 

Some 3 heads * Eve's appellgtion find, 
(Not as ſhe was the mother of mankind) 


But from a gift lngenige in the Fair, 


Of laviſhing their ſweet mellifluous air: 


| She'd tongue above her dividend of ſhare. 


Ten tuns of talk (the Rabbins thus declare) 
I ſpeak it under favour of the Fair? 
Were meaſur'd out among the ſons of men, 
And, Ladies, you ſeiz d fairly nine of ten 
With Rabbins this has been a nice conceit, 


| The fair muſt think they re not roo prone to wit. 


A ſpeech confirm d Chaldaa found the firſt, 
And 1 the arts and ſciences were nurſt; 

The Father of the Faithful there abode, 

And taught th' inventions, that ſurviv'd the flood. - 
To mark the motions of the ſtarry frame, 

(From Seth at firſt the noble ſcience came) 

Chaldea built upon the ſlender ſcheme, 


And learned Ægypt thence deriv'd her theme: 


From Hivvah to talk, tattle, or divulge abroad. 
4 


And 


(5) 


Hence what in arts and ſciences ſhe knew. 


4 


Tho boaſtful of her ancientry, ſhe drew. 
To Greece from hence the arts their progreſs made, 

From thence the world increaſing light o erſpread. 
Here ſeems our ſubject ſilent to — 5 Dt 

Whence letters came, and from what gen'rous hand. 

The old * Phenician did th invention claim, . , 

Perchance miſled by his ambiguous. name, 

Which with the palm-tree leaf is found the fame. 
Ons Greece by Cadmus they might them beſtow, 

But them th' inventors we mult difayow, __ 

When from the » Hebrews. they'd the art we know, 

And long before the flood their rite can prove, 

Whether the product of inyentive love; 

Or found to mark the circuits of the ſpheres, | 


Or poely, it not by fame as E 
ory. clears, 


And no record the doubtful 


But monumental on Sezh's pillars grav'd, 
The waſtful 12 of the deluge brav dj 
And to the world in * Enoch's books conſign d, 5 


* 


With uſeful truths to benefit man kin. 


* 


Here you may crave, now we 


have letters found | 


What language in theſe ferters firſt were boude. 
This wou'd employ the eritick's idle-hours, GT 
Nor make we ! now the controverſie ours. 

Her right the Hebrew with the Chaldee tries, 

Both ſeem to win, both ſeem to loſe the prize : 

The judge has fare, the cauſe mult ſtill depend; 

Then critick bench cou'd ne er the conteſt end. 


Some have believ' d the firſt pri 
Not extant but all languages among, 
And all from this as men from Adem ſprung 


eval tongue i 


C ; 
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But ſev'ral rongues will no acquaintance take, 
As more refin d and of a happier make. 


f Phoenix in Greek ſognifies both a Phe- 
nician and the Palm- tree leaf anciently ud 
to write upon. n 

Herodot. lib. 5. Lucan. 

„ Bocharti Phaleg. Scaleg in Buſeb. 
Chron. Stillingfleet's Orig. Scr. 
i Joſephus lib. 1. 5 

4 Enoch's oracles found in Arabia Felix, 
Origen. Homil. 1. in Numb. read 
Tertullian, quoted by St. Jude, Origen, Au- 


guſtin, &c. and P wow ſaid to ha is the 


| King of Arhiopia's library, See Sandy's tra- 


vels. It was corrupted: after the apoſtles tines, 
therefore condemn'd as 
r D 


= 
I Seebtlow. 


Vid. Georg. Amyr. prefat. in Gram. 
Syriac, Erpen, de lingua Chald. Antiq- 
Waltoni prolegom. in bibl. polyglor. 

* GrotiuSin Gen. xi; 1. 55 
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The Greek wou d redden in diſdainful pride, 
To hear his tongue to Perfic was ally d; 
The Perſian he all intercourſe refus'd; 3 I 
Nor ſofter ſtyle than the barbarian use. 
The old Chineſe wou d ſure be piqu'd as much, 
If found a younger ſiſter to : High Dutch, 
But as this ſcheme all tongues mult ſiſters ſhow, 
On the ſame foot all men are brothers too. | 

But men and tongues their kindred ſhun averſe, 
Theſe will be ſtill roo rugged, theſe too terſe ; = 
Thoſe will be ſtill roo poor or wealthy found, 
Friendſhip ne'er grows but on the level ground. 
To Porcelain clay theſe owe their nobler birth, 
But thoſe are ſons of cheap plebeian earth 
Vet wou d this progeny of better paſte 
Of fleſh, their eyes for once but backward caſt, 
And trace to its beginning ooze, their blood, 


They'd find the ſtream from troubled fountains flow'd, 


Break ſullen from the lees and bubble o'er the mud. 


Ho wou'd they grieve their anceſtry to find 


Mixt in the meaner maſs, the many of mankind! 
Thus the old Appian way, a work renown'd, 
Auguſt in years, proceeds a length of ground; 
Till many a mile molt reverently paſt, 
Antiquity ends in a bog at laſt. 
Heroick ages ſuffer d pride to boaſt, - 
When pedigrees in time's deep tide were loſt; 
Nobility was to oblivion ow d, 27 
This from an Heto ſprung, and this à God. 
But ſhou'd we once look back thro” time to trace 
The gradual glories of the Brunſwick race, _ 
4 Ey'n time our unaccempliſfid ſearch wou d fail, 
To count each hero of the tngth'ning ſcale ; 2m 


And wrapt in wonder, we muſt laft avow, 


To heav'n the founder of this line we owe, 

Or, like old Salem's King, he no beginning knew. 
His viſion thus the Patriarch did ſurprize, _ 
From earth to heav'n his fancy d ſcale did rife, -. 
And drew a long deſcent of Angels from the skies. 


o Web's Antiq. of China. 
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..4 Spencer's $yllab. Geneal. Hit. of the 


P Endeavour d to he prov'd the foſt lau- of 25 boxſe of Brunſwick Lunen- 
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guage by Goropius Becanus. 
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As Greece in Egypt by the * Hebrews taugl. 
Thence both her learning and religion brought, ola | 8 
But fable into clearer knowledge wroug lt: 17 
So Greece at laſt in gratitude repays, | 
Her debt of letters with a large 1 
What ſhe to Egypt did in learning owe, 
Return d her letters and the ? language too. 
So ſtreams that riſe in * yapours from the main, 
Roll back in rivers to their ſource again. 

And now the various ways and means attend 
To vanquiſh diſtance, and enjoy the friend. 
A toyn no matter where, if fame lay true, 
Dull abſence to defeat, this ſecret knew; - 21 94 
When winter held her cold inclement reign, | 
Their words in icy ferrers they'd conſtrain, 141 01 
And bid em flitt in ſilence Oer the plain. 
Not much unlike, what ſome Ive known aver, 
The ſtrange effects of Ruſſia's winter air, 
Where in mute motion oft the tongue has found 1013 
To ſubſtance crampt the breath, and froze the fying ſound. 
Theſe frozen meſſengers, their journey known, | 
Sped a ſafe commerce to the ne town; | in 
The pearly vehicles of ſound: did move, 
Pow 'rful al the ſoft dear things of love 
Reſol vd to air by che mild weſtern gale, 11 bag 11 
They fan'd the ear, and ſoftly faghd-their ay on 
In - Ges thick flutr'ring ſighs fa. ſhiv'ring {wain 
Taught the chill hk of Clorss to complain: 
Charms, raptures, ardors, all together few, 
And . into voice the chriſtal Riller-damx. 
The ſnowy words a kindling fervour ſend, 
As light ning oft will M] s of hail attend. | 

atle * Auras we owe 

The end ſounds, that from —— flow; | bk 
In vain an ear we lend without her aid, 
In vain wou d ls a__ our cars and., 


— Martyr. Cohort. Ons See 17 Prod 8 
Pauſan. Meſſen. —— Strabo. gc. 1 1 * F fountains, 
The Coptic or modern lan 1 % "CL; gg 4 rote, Vixtut. 
at meaſure male np of the * , and e bee Vie 
1 er L, eee, l. or Flake Exper 
trary to Thick is aſſerted by Kircher erro- © 


Whoſe 


Whoſe ſpritely ſenſe with double charms is found 
And pleaſing nonſenſe captivates by ſounc. 
| Air gives the voice to ſtrike th attentive ear, 
And ſweetly tunes its ſoft vibrations there. 
Others wou'd tidings ſtill more ſwift convey, Þ 
By feather'd envoys ſent, who wing d no wand'ring way. 
But to th' inventive Eaſt now point your eye, 
And ſee the » Dove charg'd with an embaſſy; 
Fraught with th' important weight of ſtare affairs, 
One nimble wing the fate of empires bears. 
Hear ſweet Anacreon in hispratling Dove, 
His confident and meſſenger of love. 
Bred up in love's ſoft duties, ſhe had been 
The faithful ſervant of the Paphian Queen, 
Who to the bard, as one of gentle kind, 
For one love- ode her fav rite Dove conlign'd : © BRA 
Still to officiate the commands of love, 0 
She joys to hear Anacreons fav rite Dove: ii 
Loquacious ſtill in his ſweet ſyren page, 5 
She mocks the malice of devouring age. 
A * Laplan ſwain wou d beckon his rain - deer, 
And truſt his ſecrets to his faithful ear; | 
Charge him in flight o'er rapid winds prevail, 
Bound o'er th unprinted ſnows and ſhoot along the vail: 
Swifter and ſtill more ſwift to skim the plain, 


1) 


"i 

— % * 
_ 

* * 


And to his love reveal the longi In. 5: 
Her abſence cauſes her AT ts, 3 Ger 

The hare, a creature you'd imagin ſure 
By nature meant for no embaſſador; . 
Vet truſt the muſe (nor wants the muſe * ſupport) 
Once brought a meſlage to the Perfiay court, 
From Harpagus the friendly envoy came, | 
And made young Cyrus pant for empire and for fame. 

In Aſop'sdays (thoſe days you'd: fancy bleſt) 
The prone creation was of ſpeech poſſeſs d; 
The four- foot ſagewou'd then r his breaſt, 
Rude man inſtructing with his brother beaſt. 

241499 2wnombort ve + oy — | 
e Sudan leres St 6 u, fro dk Veaus Dove, 


144. Voyez Tavernier.”' Scheffer 
Anacreon, ode . This fingle ode in the b Herodot. db. L. Jada lb. 6. 60 
opinion of Monſ.\e Fevre and Madam Dacier _ © , WE NPY 
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'Tis ſtill the ſame; to nature but ad vert. 
You'll hear the brutes the ſame good ſenſe impart. 
All times and places nature is the ame, 
And all her works inſtru& us and reclaim. . - 

The needle-news has fill'd the round of fame 
Too wide, your ear in this faint sketch to claim. 
Reviv d Lucretius ſong does well arcad, 
How by two parting friends it was agreed 
To uſe a ſecret, new-diſcover'd waz 
Their thoughts ar greateſt diſtance to convey. 
This a rare load-ſtone, rich of might, gave aid, 
Whoſe touch too ſev ral needles cou d perſuade, 
Reſponſive each to each at once to, move, 
And own a friendly ſympathy of love. Fink 
As one was round its Area taught to- ſweep, - 
The other knew not its firſt ſite to keep, K [ 
Still by ſome pow'r unſeen that way. conſtrain d to dip. 
Wich twice twelve letters each was circled round, | 
Juſt as with hours the dial-plates are crown d 
Such as the needle cou d each letter join 
And into words and ſentences combine. F 
Contracting thus, our friends take leave and part 
With vows t interpret thus each other's heart. 
Ar ſtated times to ſeek ſome ſafe recels, 
And by their needles, mutual, each addreſs: | 
Thus mighty tracts of land and ſeas berween, 
Two friends an eaſy converſation win; 
Inſtant, thus each cou'd open all his ſoul, 
And ſpeed an intercourſe Nom pole to pole. 

Lo! bounteous nature kindly provident, 
A ſixth ſenſe to us in reſerve has lent; | 
Shou d e re th unweary'd dear loquacious race, 
Our ducts of ſound deliciouſly deface, 
As men are deaf, that chance to border near, 
Where Nile's caſcades, unceaſing, ſtun the ear: 
We ſhou'd no more unto the eat apply, 
Bur all our words addreſs unto the eye. 


Thus wondrous to relate, a 4 man I've known, 0 
1 


* . 


In whom an envious hand has nature ſhown, 
As if to (ave expence, ſhe here was frugal grown. 


* © Lyucretius perſenated by Strada. See his Proluſiors. A gemleman's ſervant. 
; D Bur 
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But tho' his ears no pleaſing ſounds rejoice, 
Nor ſpirir meek informs his tongue with voice; 
Vet nature of her wotk abſoly'd we find; 
What in the ſumm of ſenſes the's behind, | 
She's largely paid in virtues 6f the mind. 
Two ſenſes loſt, yet no defe&' appears 
With hands he ſpeaks, and With his eyes he hears. 
Taught the juſt repreſentatives of ſound, 
Where mental language to mute ſighs is bound 
With eye _— he beholds your call, | 
And waits the woridet '6f the well-ſerv'd hall: 
With eaſy care and ns unwillitg hand, 
Will fill out white or red to your command. 
And further, which is yet more ſtrange you'll fay, 
Demand his ſervice ori ſome diſtant day, 
He'll take in charge your bidding, and fulfill 
With dextrous duty, and ſurprizing skill. 
Thus in the pomp and ſtate of Eaſtern Courts, 
An awful ſilence Majeſty ſupports: 
Officious Mutes attend their ſigning Lords, 
And becks ſupply the miniſtry of words. 
Nature m6 Perk in various act delights, 
And ſtill her ſenſe in ne expreſſion writes: 
Pen, pencil, needle, all to her belong, 
And ſerve her each a ſort of ſilent tongue. 
Had the rude © Thracian been appriz d of this, 
He'd took ſome other way t — — his bliſs. 
Nor thought his raviſh'd ſiſter wholly mute, 
Tho her lopt tongue cou d ne er his rape confute. 
When genius fails, and art's efforts are faint, 
Then comes with aid th' inſtructor, witty want. 
To arms when Lacedemon did prepare, 
And ſought a ſecret intercourſe in war; 
This rare device the Spartan wit did ſhow 
To baffle inqueſt, and elude the foe. 
Two wooden rolls of equal ſize were try'd, 
The leader one, and one the State ſupply d. 
Round one they wove a narrow parchment ſcroll, 
Which fold in fold around the pole did roll; 


Tereus and Philomela. 17. c. . X | | | 
f Pindari Schol. Olymp Od. 6. Ari- MA Tn. Hellan. 5. Plutarch, 


Noph. Schol. in Avibus, A. Gellius, 1. 
3408 4 O n 


| [1 23 
On this the ſpiral letter they began, e me 
Which in a tortuous train ound the ſmooth texture tahy' 
Turn'd round and round, the ſinuous lettets rwine, | 
And ſerpentize in many a mazy line, 
This they unroll'd and all th expreſs deface, 
The periſh'd language vaniſh'd from the place: 
Which to the chief diſpatch d, he ſtrait uptolF'd 
Upon his ſtaff, and placed fold in fold. 
To anſw'ring letters anſw ring letters join; 
Embrace and form the many-circled line; 
The 8 uch all comes mo anew, 
And the ſought ridings meet th inquiring view. 
Than this yet — tare 3 
How # Peru kept records for ages clear: | 
No books they had, unleſs thoſe books might be, 
Where words were wrought in wondrous effigie. 
A file of many-colour'd knots they drew 
By which the paſt they as the preſent knew ; 
Laws, ſacred rites, and hiſt ry might be fead 
In one clear ſeries of a knotted thread. 
As authors here in desks are ſeated ſhown, 
There they were hung in rows depending down 
There penſile libraries op ning on the view, 
At once, unenvious, all theit treaſures ſhew. 
As twice twelve letters we can ſo diſpoſe, 
They all the ſecrets of our ſouls diſcloſe; 
Peru the want of letters had ſtipply'd, 
By cypher-knots as much divert d: 
1 ſorted theſe in all their diff ring dies 
As diff ring thoughts from diff ring objects rife. 
Rare art! where all the flights arid {capes of thought | 
Were brought to view, in cordy fettets caught 
What can beſpeak a livelier turn of wit, 
Than ſenſe fo clearly and ſuceinctly writ? 
> The Mexicans, whom letters had not found, 
In chains of paint confin'd the fleeting ſound. 


7 Hiſt dels Indias Occideinl ar 10. Don Antonio de Solis Hiſt: de ld 
5. lib. 4. Cap. 1. por Herrera. Hiſt, Na- Conquiſta de Mexico por tos Eſpanoles. 
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dates C +h « 18, 
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When 
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When firſt the Spaniards did their coaſts invade, 


The painted news was thro the kingdom ſpread: 
Thus they advis'd their monarch. of: bis ſtate; 
And pencil'd out in ſtrokes their country's fate. 
Painting an elderſhip of birth will claim 
O'er writing, tho from one ſole cauſe they came; 
But diff rent ends by diff rent means deſign d; 
To paint the image one, and one the mind. 
To trace a form yet leſs, of art is ſeen, 
Than paint the fair inhabitant within. 

The faithful pencil in a juſt deſign 
May ſhade bright Caralinas form divine, 
Or draw her lilly hand diſpenſing grace, 
That well performs the promiſe of her face. 
A nobler art muſt give to view the mind, 


Thar in ſo fair a temple, dwells inſhrin d; 


Where heav'n's bright image is expreſt to well, 
That whether body or. the ſoul excell, 


But Heav'n, which form'd the faultleſs frame, can tell. 


Nature's gay hand chalk'd out that eaſie way, 
Which in a ready but a rich diſplay, xi 
Does all our objects on the eye diſpread, 

And gives the mind her characters to read. 


A beauteous form once drawn into the eyes, 


Not longer there in miniature it lies, 

Than to the brain, the fancy's ſeat, it flies: 
Thence the ſwift rays, in wavy motion part, 
And paint the fair one's image on the heart. 
The limner's art thus from the fair took riſe, 

Whoſe lovely image printed in his eyes, 

The lover copy'd thence, and with the life he vies. 
Yet to ſoft arts were beauty's captives new, 
Their happy moments were confin'd to view. 
Tho' to the life the canvaſs had diſplay d 

The well-wrought airs of his well- ſtudy d maid; 


And here and there th' enamour'd ſwain cou'd trace 


A melting languiſh, and a dawn of grace, 
And live oer ev'ry ſoft ning turn of face. 
Yer oft ingenious to his own decoy, 

His workmanſhip the lover did deſtroy ; 
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While 


0 13 ) 
While with falſe life the fair diſſembler glow d, 


And all the face tranſplanted graces how'd. 
Henceforth the docil hand was taught to trace 


As well the ſemblance of che mind as face; 250 


Hence letters came, and hence the noble art 


To colour thoughts, and pour out all the heart: A. 


Sacred to love, and faithful to its flame, 
They ſpoke the wiſhes of the lenging dame, 
Excus d the virgin's bluſh, while they impart 
The grateful anguiſh of a love· ſick heart: 
How the ſoft pow'rs, which gentle hearts controul, 
Work in her veins and thrill thro!-all her ſoul. 
See in her lines how kindling Sappho warms, 
And love uſurping ev'ry.ſeriſe alarmsz_ | 
No ſingle paſſion in her breaſt does move, 
Tis tem _ * Wt ſtorm of love: Th 
Sex in ight, her ſparkling turns confels 
The force and = . in the piece. 
Thus letters were ambaſſadors deſigu d 
To mediate ſecret between mind and mind; 
Thus fouls in ſweet retentive chains were bound, 
And mutual lovers mutual paſſions own'd. 

As f. was firſt by inſpiration giv'n, 
'Twas firſt confounded by offended heav'n; 
Which made irs ſtream ſuch diff rent currents run, 
'Tis hard to trace the fount whence all begun. 
All which from human tongue to give to flow, 
Undoubted inſpiration muſt avow. 
Such gifts th Almighty with unbounded grace 
On the firſt planters of the faith did place, 
A ſtorm of language ſeiz d the ſacred quire, 
Their hallow'd lips were touch'd with heav'nly fires 
Rapt into voice with accents not their own, 
Selt-vary'd language made their doctrine known. 
Words unprovok'd for birth ſpontaneous flrove, 
And prov'd their emanation — above; 
When, ſudden! py t unmeditated ſenſe 
Mellifluous flow'd in e eloquence, 

And had but theſe in purity remain d. 
What ground upon the ancients had been gain d 


* See Sappho's ode in Longinus on the Sublime, 
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No 
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No Warm debates wou'd in religion fall a 7 | 
When all might read the old original)! 


No clouds nor darłneſs oni the tẽxt v dulditeſt/ 


Nor brooding ſhades the deep ſerene indeſt, 
The church no longer them word bhadly err, 
Nor Stumble after falſe interpretet, 


. * 
* 


1 7 8 
1e 


7 J 
All wou d have ſeen the wayj/ithelight/wou'd ſhine ſo clear. 8 | 


No artful ſophiſt then coud interne. 
Nor criticks in their ſhrewd \conjeQaires ſhine, - 


In haughty dignity of ſfeavangert' 1 


: 
- 
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x 8 7 8 "OY Det 1 
Who now from claſſick: ground che rubbiſſi clear 0 f 


With books ill bred; and! forttially ſe versi- 2111 | 


Unable theſe to ſoar to fine) br pie wor 
| Bruſh down the Bards, who've'Won*the! ardueus 


From the dull damning ctiticks dreucb deere, 


To Greece retir'd, and ſſept 4 while ſecure; 

Till the bold creſcent inſolently dares 1 
Strike in, and vex the leared world's affairs. 
Phebe ſets up, and impotent of foul, 0 
Does brother Phæbus ſov'reign ſway controul; 
The headlong rout impetuous {weep along, 
Expell the muſes ſons, and all the learned chrong; 
Inpious! t embow ring Helium aſpire, 
Dethrone Dan Phobur and diſledge his choir, 
And cou'dſt thou, cruel! unxelenting hear 

His ſoft perſuaſion melting on the ear! 

Deaf to all charms and prevalence of tongue, 
Untam d by numbers, unſubdu d by ſong! 

The virgin Siſters deſtitute and bare 
Courted th indulgence of more weſtern air. 
Unhous'd, from Greece to Italy they fled, 
Unfriended train! each an unqueſtion'd maid! 
And none the Muſe undowry'd car'd to wed : 
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O] that ſome wiſer times would ſet ub fre: 
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Till 
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Till they in courts the Siſters foſter d ſo e: 
(The Muſe became the Care of Majeſty). mes DE vol 
Then drooping Learning ſickiy rais d its head, b _ T 
And Arts peep d out as ſtarted from -— pon ids baA 
A rich ſubſiſtence then the Muſes ad. 3 dt: Olli UA 
Twas greatly meritotious to be learn d. Ke FEI 10 
As heretofore but arms alone took * 5! gigen e 9962 
And learning was in chivalry — 3 bnuct NT 
Each Cavalier ſelected his bright dame, »21300 112147 2100 
The faucreſs of his arms andidol of his ame, bond 4" it 
Then boldly iſſu d forth and tilted into fame. 1. 
Now arms they undeſiringly refuſe, - e. 
Dare to be learn d and court che willing rr wo b dot 
A beauteous race each pn _ * bi 2 407 
The match was gainful, but the honour mor mme 
Then Arts and Science brighten d Europe s face. 
Learning no more did noble blood debaſq, = 
[Twas honour's genuine ſtamp, anddigni d the rate! 2 00) 
Then cloyſterd Know] won. ava © ige o18 
 Indulg'd a peaceful ſleep m_ [ 0 
No painful thumb of pale-ey Monk wear the aidnigh pag 


To moths and worms _ duſt it laid a prey, 

And ſavage time, more mercileſs than they. 1 17 

For Monks! they doz'd in indolence ſupine, . No.) 

Sleekt with long eaſe their roſie faces thinc. 

Devoutly dull and thoughtleſſiy ſerene, 5 

Th' unletter'd Paſtors of che Church were bn 6 

And ſtrutted big beneath a wide- ſpread vacant mein. 
Meantime the FRY ee and the 'Greek 

By a long ſilence t to THE 

Wither 4b age no more the N charm, 

For rivel'd years but rare with rapture warrn. 

Tho' near refin'd to ſhade they now appear, 

The ſhade ſtil] proves the once-ſubſtancial fair; 

As oft we ſee in an autumnal _; 

Some dim remains of unextinguiſh' 

And the fair ruins tell that beauty 4 

Hence they withdrawing, now 2 world reſign 

And their fair daughters take their turn to ſhine. 

So the Beau-Monde as they the Latin (ec 

And Greek retir'd in diſtant majeſty; 


(160) 


Careleſs to gain the mother's firſt aſſen tm 
To win the daughter's all their court is bent: 
The mother's charts they bn che danger view 7 o oott 
And think old beauty mended in the ne Fx. 


And tho' the tree of knowledge wich che ground ringt c 
Of Eden vaniſh'd, and no more was found 


Sage Æſculapius ſons will yet diſput , 
c 5 — the bark, tho EA the tree and fruit! 17 
Smit with outſide, as well our moderns boaſe 1 
They've found the ſhell of ancient learning loſt, © 
What cou'd they more? the ground is now defac d, L 


Like Eden, where their tree of knowledge plac d, | | 
Branch'd out and reach d both racy fruit and leaves, 
Which oft with ſhadowy knowledge men deceives, 
A cyon this of that firſt fatal tree, 1 
Which made our Grandſire he was naked ſee; 

Whilſt N - weak rant re 3 (74 e 
Too oft by th t in the ceiv d! 
Whoſe eyes are 2 to her ſhame and woe, 

When often ſhe preſumes roo much to know. 

But 1 —_ and therefore let it paſs, 

Nor dare to give this i deed another face, * 

I wou'd but ſhew, how ſeeking to be wile, 

Loſt innocence, and with it paradiſe. 

And we the ſame ſciential path purſue, 
Bur find the further on this road we go, 0 
The more we know, the leſs we know, we know ! 
Vet forward we intoxicated preſs, | 

And but the more diſcern our nakedneſs. 

But hold, my Muſe: The Gens de Letters frown. 

From the Beau-Monde why thus uncourtly flown 2 

Upon the fret, th Italian will preſume 

And boaſt his language the firſtborn of Rome; 

And other tongues will vindicate their place, 

As they approach in beauty or in phraſe. 

Where ſolid ſenſe as well as ſounds appear, 

And charm at once the judgment ar- the ear. 

They're juſt ſo near ally d I'd ſoon agree, 

As the Phyſicians bark is to the tree. 


The Curious May, ſee Bochart's Hie- ; Teni 0. ws 
rozoicon Diſſert. de — Tentatore. 11 1 _ of lauen. Mede Diſe. 27. 


And 
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And can admit them of a Roman race, 
The ſpurious product of a ſtol'n embrace. 
Vet molt by theſe falſe flaunting charmers fir d, 
Not envy now the true ones long retir'd; 
And count the loſs of ancient beauty flight, 
The modern charms as much, and ſhines with equal light, 
Not ſo we Britains: Of a manlier mold, 
We mint the bullion of old ſterling gold ; 
Long have we won from unretrieving Greece 
Theſhining glories of her golden fleece. 
The Greek and Roman matrons here reſume 
Their ancient luſtre and unfaded bloom. 
Our chymic arts a double pow'r impart, 
Repair the features, and revive the heart. 
In magick ſecrets skill'd, the Colchian fair, 
Old Æſon's wintry age did thus repair, 
New ſtrung his nerves, reviv'd his — ning blood, 
And thro the beating veins repour'd the tepid flood. 
Whatever tongue is heard on eaſtern ſhoars 
Adopted ſtrait, we make the ſtranger ours. } 
The ſacred language lives in ev'ry grace, 
Ev'n Fewiſh Rabbin's may to ours give place. 
Th' untam'd Arabian, unſubdu'd of ſoul, 
Whom neither laws nor foreign arms controul, 
Submits his tongue to our unweary d toil, 
A richer treaſure than his ſpicy foil. 
The Orientals here luxuriant grow, 
The thriving plants the fruictel mold avow, 
Their mother - ſoil did not more nurture yield, 
Or on the infants more indulgent ſmil d. 
Our northern clime invigorating ſhow'rs 
A mild benevolence on caſtern flow'rs; 
With rip'ning fruits unnative laughs the ground, 
And all the Eaſt in one bleſt Iſle is found. 
Thus has our induſtry the Eaſt o'ercome, 
And in their learning brought rich trophies home, 
And tho' our arms . Welt have oft ſubdued, 
We've ſtill indiff rence to their language ſhew'd, 
Thinking the vanquiſh'd cou'd not teach us more, 
Than what our happy Iſle enjoy'd before. 
But tho' the circle of all literature 
In Britain center'd, makes us live ſecure 


F That 
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That learning ſtill will flourirt in our Iſſe, 
And grateful pay the learn d ſuceſsfuf toil, 
Yet our illumin d ſphere beams out its rays, 
And, like the ſun, around its radiance plays; 
Our light diffuſive undulating flows, 
But as it widens more dilute it grows: 
Yet there both arts and ſciences are ſown, 
Bur, rarely rip'ning, are with pain full-blown. 
Encourag'd more in our more grateful ground, 
Th' embolden'd ſtrangers with new life abound. 
The alien ſhoots in Britiſßs mold rejoice, 
And recompence the wiſe tranſplanter's choice. 

This George, induſtrious of the common-weal, 
Conceiv'd, and ſtrait indulg d the glorious zeal. 
His bounty and example eaſie made, 
For profit can what precepts ne er perſuade. 
He will'd no more Belles Lettres to deſpiſe, | 
But whatſoe er beſpeaks his grace to prize, 5 
And wit and language here monopolize. 

He will'd, and lo! what energy divine 
Avow'd the will and hallow'd the deſign 
Some virtual influence did prevent our choice, 
We like the twelve were raviſh'd into voice! 
By genial charms the languages were fown, 
Plants of his hand and nurflings of his Crown. 
From Engliſh tongues to foreign language bred, 
The Mall hears Paris, Rome, 5 Hague, Madrid: 
All coveting th indulgence of his ſmile, 
Conſpire t enrich our many-languag'd Ifle. 

Thus by one act of th' all creating mind, 
Up ſprung this ball; yon' vivid planets ſhin'd. 
He willd, and ſtars the heav'nly champain fow'd, 
With kindling ſuns th æthereal pavement glow'd. 
The ſilver moon rolF'd round the azure plain, 


And with the ſun began dividual reign. 
Worlds above worlds in bright confuſion lie, 
And ſuns refiring from the aided eye 5 


Pour day on the vaſt deſarts of the Kie. 
Did you but look thro Galileo's eyes, 
Suſpended thou with ſharpen'd ſight deſcie's 
Myriads of ſuns light up the milky way, 
And flame and ſparkle in a flood of day. 


Hierarchs 
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Hierarchs and Angels girt th Almighty's throne, 
And all the God in his creation ſhone. 
so ſhines bleſt Albion's King, the Muſes friend, 

And all her Siſter Arts on him attend: 
Around his throne the circling Graces ſtand, 
And wait their being at his bounteous hand. 
From theſe too bleſt attendants of his throne 
George fills the honours of che State and Gown. 
2 he appoints the envoys of his grace, 
To k contending nations into , 
Or 1 all the brazen throat of 8 
And bid th avenging Britiſb lions roar. 
Thoſe undefil'd religion to defend; 
As our firſt aims to that chief ſcope ſhou'd tend : 
In peace with riches thisour Iſle Joes bleſs, 
And crowns in war our arms with due ſucceſs. 

Thus guardian Angels round the Prefence ſtand, 
Zuccinct to bear th Almighty's dread command 
To bleſs the good, and ſcourge the guilty land: 
Theſe waft down ble on our Monarch's head, 
And with ſpread wings the Briri Throne o'erſhade ? 
With ſudden vengeance thoſe his foes invade. 

Whom ſhall the Muſe from out the godlike throng 
Select r adorn and dignifie her ſong? 
Thee, Townſend. Thee the Muſe ſtill keeps in view, 
And pays this tribute of her lays to you. 
Thou ſhin'ſt aloft, nor yet more great than : 
Adorn'd with manners gen'rous 5 oy den 
Tis thine to act in evr y ſcene with grace, 
As much in worth diſtinguiſh'd as in place: 
In thee unite what ſtill muſt awe and pleaſe, 
Sweetneſs with ſtate and dignity with eaſe, ' 
Tho' in fo fair a point of honour plac't, 
Thou wilt not ſcorn a gentle ſmile to caſt 
On arts, ambitious to embalm thy name, 
And precious make to lateſt times thy fame. 

The Mule perhaps, if thou vouchſafe to view 
Her firſt eſſay, ſhall nobler themes purſue; 
Shall then attempt a more exalted ſtrain, 
And ſing the glories of the Brunſwick reign: 
With rapture next thy Miniſtry rehearſe, 
And heighten with thy patriot name her verſe. 
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from rhime unbound, aſſert the common cauſe, 


Which now to arms Britannia's ſquadrons draws. 


Unbaſs d trace and mildly juſt diſplay 


Rome's pious frauds, and pride of Papal ſway, 

And calmly bold maintain the New Reform'd, Old Way, 

Which ſtill buoys up, with Britam's King to friend, 

Which none ſo much eſteems, none better can defend. 
Our induſtry by Royal Bounty join'd, 

Does next to inſpiration fire the mind. 

Th' Apoſtles rongues and even more we know, 

And hap'ly further their religion ſow; 

The Goſpel ſound to fartheſt Eaſt is flown, 

Th' Apoſtles ſpeak the language of Japon. 

The Goſpel-writers now have learnt to ſpeak 

Polite ® Malayan with pure Arabick. 

The chows'd e Mahometan may now deſcry 

The Fourbe, and give his Alchoran the lye : 

See's very e names his dire deligns defeat, 

Which ill tranſlate the promis d Paraclere. 

In his own language the dull harden d Jeu 

May with th' old law at once peruſe the new; 

See the bright order and connecting chain, 

How linkt in one, each other they explain; 

And then relent, if not confirm'd to ſtone, 

And th' ice, that fortify d his heart, melt down. 
Where; e er our fleet auſpicious ſpreads her wings, 

Subjects to George and heav'n at once ſhe brings; 

For gold deſtructive, barters Saving Health, 

And heav'nly riches gives for worldly wealth : 

Does with dominion our Religion ſpread, 


And plants the faith upon the ground of trade. 


wN, Teſt. in the Japoneſe. vid. Purchas 
Pilgr. 

n V. T. tranſlated into the Malayan 
tongue in vogue in the Eajl, at the expence 
4 the Honourable Mr. Boyle, and Grotius 

e Verit. Chriſt. Re'ig. into Arabick at 
the charge of the ſame. 

o N. Teſt. tranlated into Turkiſh at the 
coſt of Mr. Boyle and the Turk y Company. 

P Vid. Alchoran. Cap. 61. V. 6. which 
points at John xvi. 7. Ego vado ad Pa- 
trem meum & Paracletus veniet. Now 
this Ahmed in the Arabick text, or Mu- 


h d ( for e ſjnouymons, and ud 
— 2 198 22 the ſame as Pa- 


racletus, ſays the Perſic Interpreter. An 
egregions Blaſphemy in the dreſs of Ignorance ! 
Ahmed means the moſt famous or noble; that 
ine ies the famous or noble, for maga- 
„he the Comlorter. 7. e Greeks pro- 
nounced n, & u, the ſame way, like, 1. Hence 
Was arcs as it won'd ve then, is quite 
the 59 6h Bags the more juſt, i. e, infamous, 
ignoble. 's ſingle paſſage cuts the throat 
of the whole Alchoran. 

4 The only N. Teſt. in Hebrew that Poe 
ſeen, and that too not behind the langnage 
of the old, was in the hands of a Few of 
Smyrna, without title-page ; ner con'd he 


give any juſt account of it, 
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Thus 
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Thus did a double pow'r maintairi, 
At once Fove's envoy and the God of gain: 

By this the Ancients gave to underſtand, 
Trade and Religion ſhou'd go hand in hand. 

Nor farther ſhall the bold mercantile - train 
Pierce howling wilds, and meaſure ore the main; 
Than heav'n's Ambaſſadors ſhall dare to go, 

To ſpread the joys that from Religion flow ; 
Again ſpeak ſavage nature into mild, 
And Paradiſe re-open in the wild. 

How bleſt is he, that in thoſe ſweet retreats, 
Thoſe ſtealing paths of life, the world forgets ! 
And free from all its dull tumultuous ſtrife, 

Runs ſmooth his given race, and clears the rubs of life. 
For Language in th' Apoſtles ſteps we tread, 
Might we the faith like their example ſpread ! 
For miracles might cogent proofs prevail, 
The faith th' Apoſtles with their blood did ſeal: 
The faith again by fire was purify'd, | 
And to eſtabliſh truth our Martyrs dy d, 
A twofold proof their works and blood ſupply'd. 
Tho' with mock-miracles the Romans come, 


And in their pompous Prelacy preſume, 

Small arguments will quaſh apoſtate Rome. 

O, that our arms with more addreſs were bent 

To combate Rome, her way of argument! 

I bluſh to ſee th' unweary'd toil they take 

To compaſs ſea and land one Proſelyte to make; 

Whilſt the true faith's in narrow limits bound 

Few diſtant lands have heard the glad'ning ſound ! 
Bur ſee the * promiſe of more glorious days! 


A ſoul above the thirſt of empty praiſe, 


Sit looſe to all his ſweet | wg mans here, 
Thoſe rempting Lures, that life's dull load endear, 
Which moltly from deſert the fools of fortune bear: 
T' enhance a bleſt Hereafter, and prepare 
M4 For others heav'n, himſelf is ſure to heir. 
i | Proud here a ſplendid poverty t endure, | 
5 To dole out heav'n's rich unexhauſted ſtore; 5 
ge And who'll not praiſe the prieſt contented to be poor? 
3 * Propoſals for founding a College in Bermudas in order to comvers the Indians of bi 
Majeſty's Dominion: 
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He o'er mankind his cure of fouls wou'd ſtretch, 
And like th' © Apoſtle of the Gentiles | ranma 
Like him the glorious call of heav'n does own, 
And ſees prepar'd the never-fading cxown. 
And may the wealthy this great plan regard, 
As they expect with him a rich reward. 
Here call'd away, the Mufe unbounded ſtrays, 
And unreclaim'd, purſues too devious Jays; 
Whilſt copious matter her own theme ſupplies, 
And thoughts unlabour'd, voluntary riſe, 
While Royal Bounty unconfin'd and free, 
Boundleſs on merit flows in each degree ; 
Does countleſs virtucs, not their own, infuſe, 
With tongues gifts many and me with the Muſe. 
_ in . breaſt its pleaſing raptures roll, 
Light up the man and kindle all the ſoul; 
The ek which ſlept and doubtful if alive, 
Wake at th' Tatar and into being ſtrive; 
Shake off the folds of eaſie indolence, 
And ſweetly dawn and kindle into ſenſe: 
Th' cnliven'd ſprings of life th indulgence ſhare 
And nature finds a new creation there. 
o lights gay God from heay'n's wide-arching ways, 
His genial beams on earth's ſoft boſom fe 


Thro the pierc d foil fermenting vigour ſpreads, 
And ripens metals in their dawning beds : 
From cheaper earth the warm prolifck beams 
Coagulate the ſeeds of hard ning gems; 

All ſtones of price in earth's rich lap abound, 
And own the God, that fructifies the ground. 

Thus mild the beams of bounteous inffuence play, J 
Whate'er the ſoul contracts, they melt away, 
And to th' enlighten'd: breaſt ler in reſiſtleſs day. 

Encreaſing force th enlarged mind receives, 
And ſhines in beauties more than nature gives. 

In borrow d dies thus Orient Gems are ſeen, 
The Saphire blue and Em rald ever- green, | 
The Topaz yellow and the: Sardius red, 

By Sol were tinCtur'd in their ſparkling bed; 


| | Ai . Tau! 


(23) 
And by a rich reflection of his beams, 
The dazling luſtre their own beauty ſeems. 
The Britiſh fair in beauty's orb ſupream, 
Owe all their Brilliant to bright Titan's beam ; 
And all the Roſes and the Lys proclaim 
In radiant Anna's cheeks, the part of heav'nly flame. 
Wilkins, thy aid, tho' are we diſclaim, 
And yet exacts thy Charatter its fame. 
Be it to thoſe more happily addreſt. 
Who ve ſuck d their only language from the breaſt. 
We to whom all our neighbours rongues are known, 
Such ſlender helps to intercourſe difown 
Tho' nobly thou the ready way haſt ſhown 
To ſpeak all languages in ſpeaking none. 
bh os well on and arm's gh decay, 
Wou'd no old age like languages betray. 
Language and Leaves this fate in common know, 
Both ſev'ral falls and autumns undergo; 
Both with new life their ſev'ral ſprings ſupply, 
They fade to flouriſh, and to live they die : 
And know but this one diff rence in their fate, 
Theſe ſpring the ſame, but this regenerate. 
Might ſome old Saxon Sire the grave reſtore, 

His worn -out fleſh and blood to wear once more, 
With life he wou'd renew his former pain, 
And twice an infant at half accents ſtrain 
To frame new words his meaning to explain. 
Such flux our changing language does impair, - 
The Muſe her Father Chaucer ſcarce can bear, | 
In Ancient Guiſe yclad his rtthms echauf her car. 
Yet to the Eaſt ſhou'd we our looks bur caſt, 
There tongues we find, that have thro ages paſt, 
Begun when time was young, till time ſhall fail, will laſt. 
Such China boaſts. Her ſanguine language wears | 
A green old age and blooming youth in years. 
Nor want we arguments to prove at large, 
The mooring Ark here firſt reſign d her charge; 
But tedious proofs the Muſe's truth wou'd wrong, 
She claims aſſent unqueſtion'd to her ſong. 
Yet leſt you argue what the poet writes, | 
Some proofs ſhall ſtrengthen what the Muſe indites. 

© See Newton of Colours. 


Noah 


(as ) 


Noah landing here, from holy Writ appears, 
Planted the vine and quaff d the gen'rous tears 
Of the rich grape, carous d to that excels, 

The father ran the lengths of drunkenneſs. 

That firſt the Eaſtern world, it is as clear, 

Did that low d plant with kindly nurſing rear; 
Nor far away, ſuppoſe our grandſire ſought, 


What earth preſented obvious to his thought. 


This too another argument we bring, 
Here firſt did arts in rank redundance ſpring. 
The knowledge which the former world beheld, 
There firſt took root, and from our world conceal'd, 
Long flouriſh'd, till ſome * bold diſcov'rics made, 
Broke thro', and thence the learned ſtore convey'd, 
Hence the Chineſe exorbitant in pride, 

Boaſt that two eyes their wiſer noddles guide, 
Europeans one, and none the world beſide. 
Printing a native there long time did dwell, 

To Greece e re arts or foreign letters fell, 


Nor long 


o tranſlated here by 


2 Fuſt, 


From ſacred authors ſhook their rev'rend duſt. 
From bellowing tubes here fiery fates firſt flew : 
And what at once they warn d, at once they ſlew: 
Here hoſts adverſe they learnt to diſcompoſe, 
While miſſive ruin thundred on their foes, | 
Their recreant foes repuls d, confeſs d their fear, 
As devaſtation thicken'd on their rear, 
And ſtun d, aghaſt, diſtraught, the ſcatt ring herd, 
As Gods beheld them and as Gods rever'd. 

Vet a more 2115 preſumptive proof will yield 


Th' unnumber d 


u The Ararat of the Scriptures is a gene- 
ral name for that ridge of mountains which 
runs from Cilicia thro Armenia into China, 
the Taurus of the Ancients. See Raleigh's 

Paulus Venetus Trav. 

It was forbidden under pain of death 
for Progr to viſe China, or the natives 
to travel out of it. See Salmon's Hiſt. of all 
Nations, Vol. Iſt. { 

See Sir. W. Raleigh's Hiſt, lib. 1. 
Par. 1. 7 


oſt of Inde, which took th' embattl d field 


* One of the firſt introducers of printing ar 
Mentz, known in England by : N 
Dr. Fauſtus. ee 

* Hence it is not all fable ar we are 
told in fabulous words by Philoſtratus in Vita 
Apol. Tyanzi, lib, 2. c 14. That the 
wiſe men berween Hyphaſis and Ganges 
went not to battle themſelves but defeated 
their enemies with thunder and lightnins ſeat 
from Jupiter. See alſo Herrera"s Hiſt, de 
las Indias Occidental. Cent. 1. lib. 10. 
cap. I, 
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Againſt the great %,Semiramis o'erthrown 
By might of millions far beyond her own. 


Prodigious breed ſure of no 


ſtrain ! 


If ere a colony produc'd this train: 

For we may from undoubred ſtory trace 

Semiramis the third from Nimrod was. 

Hence this muſt make our ſhrewd preſumption good, 


That firſt the Eaſt was 


peopl'd ſince the Flood: 
Unleſs the Indian hoſt from earth had 


grown, 


Or ſtranger yet, had leapt to arms from ſtone! 
Far in the Eaſt then Noah's ſeat we chuſe, 
Nor China will her Parent-King refule. 

Here o er his offspring long the Patriarch reign d, 
And righteous laws with righteous ſway maintain d. 
But that we may our growing theme reduce, 

And long narration will but tire my Muſe: 
As God mankind a ſecond time had bleſt, 
This multiplying race o'erſtockt the Eaft. 
Her colonies hence teeming China yields 
To journey Weſt to Shinars fatal fields. 
That * Noah yet drew vital air, appears, 


Whilſt her tyrannick head proud Babel rears; 
But far © remote, we juſtly may infer, ; 
Or Nimrod near ſo madly bold wou'd dare 
Provoke the skies, and heav'n defie to war. 

H 


b Diodorus Siculus reports Semiramis's 
army conſiſted of above three millions, to 
which he adds 500000 Fern gens 
waggons : Tet he tells us ſhe was overpowr' 
ts on by Staurobates King 4 India 
beyond Indus. Now as all writers agree that 
Semiramis was the Wife of Ninus, the 
Grandſon of Nimrod ; there were but two 
Deſcents between her and Nimrod, from 
which all theſe prodigious numbers muſt have 
ſprung, if theſe "5. bad been a colony 
ſent from Shinar : But it is wot likely a co- 
lony in ſo ſhort a time ſhow'd ſurpaſi the 
main body in number; eſpecially, if ur con- 
fider Nimrod was 4 Nation, when 
he came to Shinar, as the attempting ſo great 
4 work mnſt cvince; ſo two generations 
ing thrown him and Semiramis 
might produce that vaſt nemlritude of which 
her army was compos'd, but we muſt with 
all reaſon conclude the Indiens to have been 
no colony but an exiginal ſettlemen. 


fd 


© Genes. Chap. xi. v. 2. Sir W. Ralcigh's 

Hi. bs. 3 Pr 1. * 
Noah live the 0 

and Babel was 1 l RI 

40 years according to Glycas were ſpent in 

the work, Vid. Glyc. in Gen. & de 

Turris Extructione. 

* [t is alſo a argument that 
Noah remain'd in the Eaſt far away from 
thoſe that came to Shinar, ſince be id never 
mention'd by Moſes in the hole hiſtory of 
Iſrael, or in that of their neig hit our nations. 
Now ſo principal a perſon as Noah, the 
Father of all mankind, and the choſen ſer- 
vant of God, con d never have been negleciĩ- 
ed in the recital of ſuch great tranſattions, 
if be had travel d out of the Eaſt with 
Nimrod; for it is manifeſt, he lived 219 
years after their arrival at Shinar, and 17 
after the deſtruttion of Babel, admitting t 
computation of Glycas for building the tower. 
Theſe arguments, I thinks are [ufficient to 

prove 


(26) 


Hence the firſt tongue muſt there unchang d remain, 
Safe in the peace of Noah's rightful reign, 
And why ſhou'd he unblam d their puniſhment ſuſtain ? 
For China by his prevalence reſerv'd, | 
Not in the paths of impious licence ſwerv d; 
Nor mingled in that rude aſſembled throng, 
Where roſe the firſt ſedition of the tongue. 
This Patriarch-tongue's unperiſh'd by decay; 
The full of days! time's yet - untaſted prey, 
And ſumlels years in vain oer it have roll d away. 
In this the Muſe (if verſe belief may gain) 
Paid Heav'n the firſt- fruits of her infant ſtrain: 
Grateful in this with voluntary lays, | 
Did firſt propitiate Heav'n with ſacred praiſe; 
As numbers flow'd unlabour'd from her tongue, 
The ever- blooming groves of Eden ſung : 
But ſtrains unknowing Nature's handmaid, Skill; 
No © Windſor-Foreft, and no s Cooper's Hill. 
Yet if you will a learned father hear, 
And mighty names his advocates appear : 
He with half-proofs ſollicits your belief, 
And for the — tongue declares in brief. 
But tho Saint Jerom and the great Bochart 
With incenſe and a groundleſs zeal aſſert 
The Hebrew Roots, their off ring wants an heart. 
And that their arguments are weak and vain, 
We'd prove at large, and that with little pain, 
But now the Muſe, impatient of delay, 
Nauſeates dull proofs, and beckons us away. 
Yet I muſt check, my Muſe, thy haſty flight, 
Who'lt not yet done thy native language right; 
Which not the leaſt among the modern ſhines, 
Whilſt its ſtrong torrent more and more refines : 
Oft as it flows an Carolina's tongue; 
Or in her praiſe it glides more ſmoothly ſtrong. 
Soft melts Nr language on the raviſh'd ear; 
Ey'n words refine, _ taught to ſpeak of her. 


prove that Noah never was at Babel, and affirm it was in China or it onfines, 
| Conſequently cou d have no ſhare in the con- hold it next 0 4 ped tine: 2 — 
fuſion of language, unleſi the innocent were chart has ſaid on this Point weighs very lite 


involy'd in the puniſhment of the guilty, tle with ms. 
which can't be ſuppos'd. Hence the firſt f By Ar. P 


language muſt be ſouzht for where Noah t By Sir. Jabs Deans 
xt himſelf, and we may without ſcrmple 


1 Surpriz'd 


(279 
Surpriz d we hear Italian found agree 
With comprehenſive Engliſ energy; 
Where ſtill is found Ry als s to pleaſe, 
A forcing ſweetneſs and a vig'rous js 
> Tho' twas obſerv'd that ne'er the Plaſtick hand, 
Nor pencil bade the Muſe in armour ſtand; 
In ſign of peace that ſhou'd the Nine attend, 
And from the rude inſults of war defend: 
Hence were they plac'd on cleft Parnaſſus' brow 
To look down on this noiſy world below. 
Yet oft the Mules here are ſeen in arms, 
Nor fly the Camp, nor horrid War's alarms; 
They mingle in the tumult of the fight, 
Learn to perform, inſtruct us thence to write, 
Behold the gallant in their doughty deeds, 
Where — rages and the battel bleeds; 
And luſtre to heroick actions yield, 
Vrapt in the ſmoak and thunder of the field. 

So Learnings Goddeſs other parts has play d. 
And joy'd as well to hear the martial Maid, 
Nor does the Muſe abate our martial fire, 

Her patron Phebus bears both bow and lyre; 

And this unqueſtion'd truth we may aver, 

That where N Learning, Empire will be there. 
And as that with the Sun ** utmoſt Eaſt 

By South has travel'd to the utmoſt Welt; 

So time may come (if time can bur ſuffice) 

It may proceed to where it took its riſe, 

And ſtart with Sol again in Eaſtern skies: 
Compleat the circle, rounding all our ſphear. 

And emulate the ſelf-rerurning year. 

May Britain's King long to our world give Law, 
And late to his congenial skies withdraw; 

And then not fail, bur in his offspring ſhine, 
(For bounty ſure is fatal to his Line) 

Loſt inſpiration we'll regret no more, 

His large indulgence does that lols reſtore; 
And learning's fight we ſhall no longer fear, 
His Patriot Line well fix the Wanderer. 


Sit voluiſſe ſatis. Propert. 
„ ZElian. Var. Hiſt, Lib. 12. Cap. 2. 


FINIS. 


